Sudden death due to disseminated cryptococcosis in a child with leukemia in remission.
Cryptococcus neoformans typically causes an insidious illness with symptoms related to meningitis or to lung involvement. This is the first reported sudden death due to cryptococcosis, which occurred in a child with leukemia that was in remission. The child had suddenly looked seriously ill and cried with abdominal pain and then died within 25 minutes. Disseminated cryptococcal infection of the lungs, heart, and pancreas was an unexpected finding at autopsy. This clinical experience raises the question whether fungal infections should now be considered in immunosuppressed patients who have an apparent septic collapse.